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all the people of this region. I firmly believe
that more attentive and more skillful diplomacy
months and years earlier may have prevented
this entire war.

Mr. Speaker, the world needs strong Amer-
ican leadership abroad, and Congress should
not hesitate to demand a more coherent strat-
egy from this President to ensure a lasting
peace in this war-torn region. Stopping one
campaign of hatred and violence only to per-
mit others to kill and maim is hardly a legacy
to be proud of.
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Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to bring
to your attention the outstanding work of John
Richmond, Gaston DeVigne and Katya Hafich.
They are students at Albuquerque Academy, a
middle and high school in the First Congres-
sional District of New Mexico.

Recently, these three students won the To-
shiba/National Science Teachers Association
Explora Vision Awards. Toshiba and the NSTA
give the award to students who compete in
teams of three to predict how a form of tech-
nology will develop in the future and how it will
look in 20 years.

Together, these students produced a video
predicting the progress of defibrillator tech-
nology. They believe the defibrillators of to-
morrow, which are used to help stop heart at-
tacks, will be lightweight and portable, and
they will have voice command capability.

John, Gaston and Katya displayed the ambi-
tion, knowledge and vision to lead America
into the 21st Century. These traits helped
them to attain success now and will continue
to do so throughout their lives. I am honored
to be able to congratulate them.

Mr. Speaker please join me in congratu-
lating John Richmond, Gaston DeVigne and
Katya Hafich for their achievement.
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Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
invite our colleagues to join me in honoring
Judge Philip E. Lagana, a great American,
and fellow New Yorker, who spent his life
serving the public and our country. Through
countless hours of hard work and dedication,
Judge Lagana upheld the values and prin-
ciples of our country’s Constitution by fairly,
firmly, and compassionately serving as a Jus-
tice of the New York State Supreme Court.
The following tribute delivered at his funeral
service by Joseph Crea, Professor Emeritus at
Brooklyn Law School, beautifully captures this
man’s invaluable contributions to his commu-
nity.

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF JUDGE PHILIP E.
LAGANA

For me, at this time, it is a privilege and
a sadness to speak about a friend, neighbor

and associate in the legal profession. I first
met Judge Philip E. Lagana more than fifty
years ago at the Brooklyn Law School,
where I served as Law Librarian and he was
a student in his final year. Since 1948 when
he graduated law school, our paths were
never far apart. I remained in the academic
area of the law. Judge Lagana went out into
the public area to practice his profession as
a lawyer. He began his private practice in
the field of Criminal Law. After a short stint
of practice, he then diverted his attention to
public service, a career which he served until
his retirement. Judge Lagana began his pub-
lic service in the Kings County District At-
torney’s Office. Where he was appointed an
Assistant District Attorney. In that office he
initially served as trial attorney and was
rapidly promoted to the position of Deputy
Chief of the Supreme Court Trial Assistants.
He was then charged with setting up a major
offenses bureau at the District Attorney’s of-
fice. Upon completion of this task, Judge
Lagana was appointed chief of the bureau. In
1974, Judge Lagana was made President of
the New York City Tax Commission by then
Mayor Abe Beame, a position he occupied
until his election to the Supreme Court of
the State of New York in 1975. This was the
culmination of years of public service, which
the public recognized in electing him to that
high office. There was also recognition at his
first induction by the presence of many
friends, neighbors, relatives and members of
public. It was a joyous event. I had the privi-
lege to speak at this his first induction to
the judiciary. There was no sadness in the
many congratulatory remarks on that occa-
sion.

As a Justice of the Supreme Court, Judge
Lagana acted with firmness, but with fair-
ness and compassion. He was not afraid to
make difficult decisions, explore new con-
cepts, or develop new theories. Recognition
of these actions and qualities found support
from the appellate bench which reviewed
them. After serving with distinction, Judge
Lagana won the support of the public, the
lawyers who practiced before him and his as-
sociates. This guaranteed him reelection for
an additional 14 year term. At age 70, when
he was required to step down under the then
age law, Judge Lagana was certified to con-
tinue on the first of the three 2 year exten-
sions. In 1992, he decided to retire, left the
bench and took with him the accolades, the
honors and the esteem of many friends, asso-
ciates and organizations, among which where
the Catholic Lawyers Guild; the Columbian
Lawyers Association; the Kings County
Criminal Bar Association; the Brooklyn Bar
Association; the New York State Real Estate
Board; the United Jewish Appeal; the Marl-
boro Memorial Post No. 1437, American Le-
gion and its Women’s Club; and the 46 A.D.
Democratic Club.

The legacy one leaves is not only embodied
in his career as a public servant, it has an in-
dividual persona. Judge Lagana was born and
spent his lifetime in Brooklyn, New York. He
attended Sts Simon and Jude grade school.
Upon graduation he was selected for St. Mi-
chael’s High School (now Xaverian). His per-
formance at St. Michael’s gained him entry
and a place at Georgetown University. From
there it was then Brooklyn Law School and
the start of a professional career already
documented.

During World War II, Judge Lagana served
in the Signal Corps in the China theatre.
Following military service, he joined the
Marlboro Memorial Post # 1437 and served in
many executive positions during his lifetime
membership, the last giving many years as
Judge Advocate. His commitment on behalf
of the veteran is well known. He never lost
touch with the veterans’s problems and
needs.

When called upon, Judge Lagana never re-
fused to serve in a social service or political
setting. He loved politics and its many chal-
lenges and served his party well. As compas-
sionate as he was as a judge, this quality ex-
tended to charitable endeavors as well.

To Josephine, to Francis, to family mem-
bers, to his neighbors, to his friends and as-
sociates, to the public he served, Judge
Lagana’s passing leaves behind a sadness and
a legacy. A legacy of memories—of a public
servant, who in his offices acted with dedica-
tion; of a decent unpretentious person, who
never lost touch with the people and his fam-
ily circle. He also leaves us the memories of
the esteem in which he was held; of the hon-
ors bestowed upon him; of service to the
community; and loving commitment and
dedication to family.

A legacy for a lifetime.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this time to tell my colleagues about the
wonderful Fourth of July celebration that was
held in the town of Fieldon. This year marked
the 45th anniversary of the Independence Day
celebration. On Independence Day the town of
350 is a perfect picture of small town America,
with the Stars and Stripes flying from white
front porches.

‘‘We invite the public to join us in Fieldon for
the Fourth of July Celebration,’’ Mayor Betty
Duggan said. ‘‘There will be games, bingo,
good country cooking and fireworks.’’ Fieldon
has a rich and patriotic history dating back to
before the civil war. When long time resident
Hazel Dunham was asked about the event
she said, ‘‘Fieldon is a patriotic town of people
who love the flag of their country.’’ I am ex-
tremely proud to represent the people of
Fieldon, Illinois, people who possess the pio-
neering spirit of hard work, moral values, and
patriotism.
f
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Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I inadvertently voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No.
365, disapproving the extension of the waiver
authority contained in section 402(c) of the
Trade Act of 1974 with respect to Vietnam. I
ask that the RECORD reflect a ‘‘nay’’ vote on
rollcall No. 365.
f
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Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased today to honor two of my neighbors
and constituents on a very happy and joyous
occasion.
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